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A ROUSING CAMP FIRE.

John F. Reynolds Post, No. 6, of this city held

a Camp-fire Monday night, and it recalled to many
the time when camp-fires were things in dead earn-
est. A light-blue hazy smoke hung over Spen-
cerian Hall, corner of Seventh and L streets north-
west, caused not by the blaze of gunpowder, but
by the more genial consumption of man’s solace
and conmiforter—tobacco. Two boxes filled with
clay pipes and tweo of tobacco were placed near
the door, and each gallant warrior on entering
“loaded 7 and “fired,” thus adding his mite to
the general volume. lHere and there could be
geen old war-gearred veteran with his
crutches beside him or some sleeve hanging limp

seme

by its owner's side showing where the deadly sa- |

bre or fatal bullet had done its work. A military
cap, the tamiliar blue futigue coat, and a medal

suspended by a conple of inches of parti-colored |

ribbon showed ihnm‘:gh oreasional rifts in the

smoke and gave the gathering a semi-military |

appearance. The hall was well filled, represent-
atives from many other Posts being present. At
half~past seven Dr. W. W, Graager, who pr(-sided,
annonnced a hug[ﬂ song hy Col. Rogers. (-'ilpf}lill

Moore followed with camp-meeting song, “Oh |
I'll Meet You Dar.” Cowrade Randelph and Mr. |
Mallard then gave the scene between Brutus and |

o

Cassius from © Jnlins Ciesar.” The recitation was

well-rendered and evoked frequent outbursts of |

applanse. Comrade Scolt's manly voice brought
down the house with “An Old Man’s Song,” and
in response to long-sustained applause gave

“ Moriarty.” Professor Wehh gave a piano solo,

and Mr. Mallard an exceedingly good comic reci- |

Dr. | to lie over under the rule.

tation, entitled “ Business in Mississippi.”
Granger recited a little aate-bellum story, which
had for its hero General Prentiss, and which took

tremendously. Comrade Randolph followed with

a recitation written by Bret Harte at the dedica- |

It
was entitled “ Miss Blanche’s Rose,” and is in Bret
Harte's usual happy vein. Mr. Kennedy gave a
baritone solo, and was encored. General Whittier,
a relative of the poet, of George G.DMeade Post,
occupied the attention of the company with a few
remarks, He suggested that several Posts should
have a hall and museum here worthy of the G.
A. R. Comrade
Clown’s Storv,” and at its conclusion Col. Rogers
said he wus going to sing “ Tramp, Tramp,” and
wanted the boys to join in the chorns. And join

tion exercises at Providence, Il L. last year.

they did! The very walls shook as the grand old |

strains echoed throngh the hall. When the ex-
citement had somewhat subsided Dr. Granger
announced that the boys could tramp upstafts
and attack the commissary. After the hard tack
had been suitably dealt with, song succeeded song
in rapid succession until the bugle sounded lights
out, which happened ahout 11.30.

CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS.
IN THE SENATE.—On Thursday the 5th inst.

the President pro tem. submitted the respense of
the Secretary of the Interior to the Senate resolu-

tion of May 9, 1851, fransmitting a list of the names |

of officers, clerks, and other employees on the rolls of
the Department, with the salary, date of appoint-
ment and grade of oifice of each, the State to which
each is charged, and ndicating who served in the
Union and who in the coufederate armies.

Bills were introdnced
as follows: By Mr. Pendleton—Tao provide that the
principal officers of each of the Executive Depart-
ments may occupy seats on the floor of the Senate
and House of Representatives, Referred, on motion
of Mr. Pendleton, to special committee of ten, to be
appointed by the Chair. By Mr. Vest—To make the
wife a competent witness in trials for bigamy in
the Territories of the United States; referred to
Committee on Judiciary. Also, for recording of mar-
riages in Territories: Committee on Territories.
By Mr. Plumb—For a readjustinent of the salarics
of certain postinasters in accordance with section 8
of act of June 12, 1866 ; to Post Offices. By Mr. Max-
ey—To designate, classify, and fix the salaries of
persons in the railway mail service ; to Post Otfices.
By Mr. Cockerell—For a classified, analytical, and
descriptive catalozueof all Government publications
from July 4, 1576, to March 4, 1551; to Printing.

Also, for the investigation and examination of the |

accounts of certain land-grant railroads, in accord-
snce with the decision of the Sapreme Court, and
for a full report of the results thereof to Congress
[the bill 1s 1dentical with that reported favorably
last session); to Military Affairs. Also, to extend
the time for filing claims for horses and equipments
lost bLiy officers and enlisted men in the service of
the United Statesand for other purposes; to Mili-
tary Affairs. Also, to amend certain sections of the
revised statutes. {1t provides that every soldier or
officer who served in the military or naval service
of the United States during the recent rebellon for
ninety days and was honorably discharged, and n
case of his death uis widow and minor fmiidn:n.
shall be eatitled to 160 acres of public land not
otherwise reserved or appropriated. ]

Upon the conclusion of morning business, Mr,
Morrill's tarif commission bill was taken up, and
Mr. Morrill addressed the Senate thereon, after
which the Senate adjourned nutil Monday.

The House was not in session, having previously
adjourncd from Wednesday until Friday.

Fripay, DECEMBER 9.

The HOUSE met a! the usual hour—Senste not
in session. .

The proceedings openad with the reception of =
message from the Senate, announcing the passage ol
the resolution granting Mrs. Garfield the franking
privilege, and the appointment of a select commit-
tee to take snitable steps toward eulogistic ceremo-
nies concerning the assassination of the late Presi-
dent Garticld,

Mr. Robeson, of New Jersev, secured recognition
and called attention to the inet that be hea previ-
ously announced that he would move that when the
House adjonrned to-day it would be to mect on
Tuesday next. He said further that as that would
cut off Monday, the regnlar bill day, he hoped that
the House would zllow members to unload them-
selves of aceniulating bills and resolutions Tues-
day. This proposition was unanimously agreed to.

Speaker Keifer then swore in Congressiman Mills,
of Texas, and aunounced Messrs, A. Herr Smith, of
Pennsylvaniz; Ryan, of Kansas; Paul, of Virginia;
Cox, of South Carolina, and McKenzie, of Kentucky,
as the Committee on Mileage,

Mr. Rebinson suggested as a matter that needed

immediate attention, the appointment of a sclect |

comnmittee to join with a like eommittee of the Sen-
ate in auditing the accounts of expenses incurred by
the sssassination and burial of President Garfield.

This was objected to as out of order and went
over.

The Chair then anneuneed the following select
committee of the House o join with the Senate
committee in arranging for the Garfield eulogistic
ceremonies : McKinley, of Ohio; Pacheco, of Cali-
1‘.-1'111:1: Beliord, of Colorado : Wait, of Connecticut ;
Foruey, of Alabama; Dunn, of Arkansas; Martin of
“_"E"*“}*f"- ¢ Davidson, of Florida; Stephens, of Geor-
gia; Cannon, of Hlineis: Orth, of Indiana; Kasson,
of lowa ; Aunderson, of Rausas; Carlisle, of Ken-
Mckane, of Matsi s Disgley, of Maine:

cledlic, O Maryiand: Harris, of Massachusetts;
]i‘u\r!r_. _‘_'.]_“.I “"l"?f‘_“ i Dunndl, of Minnesota; Hooker,
bi,i:-.- : H“]‘ of ‘\_ “1 l:_r\‘_J.. ..L;\-,l.ia“. n!: _S?g-\\' l!:i‘llllb-
Jina: George, of ¢ lr.--.-un‘-l -:lq'\' ?11;‘.4."“'. North ¢ S
Chiace, of Ithode Island: Aiken, of Sy vania;
St o of Tenniar. tais u, of South Carolina ;

€UIHOnE, 01 fHiessee Mills, of Texas: Jovee. of
Vermont; Tuocker, of Virginia; Wilson, of W’rﬁl
Virginie, 2ud Williaes, of Wisconsin, ' .

| 11

and referred to committees |

The annual report of the late Clerk Adams, and
an account and inventory of hiseffects as transferred
to Clerk McPherson was submitted. It showed
everything to be in a highly satisfactory eondition.

Indefinite leave of absence was granted Mr. Phis-
ter, of Kentucky, on account of the death of his
father, and to Mr. Carlisle, of the same State, on ac-
count of impertant business. .

The House then, at 12:20 o'clock, on motion of
Mr. Robeson, adiourned until next Tuesday at
DOoOI.

MoNDAY.

Tar SENATE convened at the usual hour. But
little business was transacted.

A communication was received from the Secretary
of War. transmitting reports relative to the proposed
new bnilding for a Pension Office in Washington.
Referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

The Chair submitted a memorial from the Legis-
lature of Minnesota for an appropriation for the im-
provement of the Mississippi River from St. An-
thonv's Falls to New Orleans. Referred to the Spec-
ial Committee on Mississippi River Improvement.

Messrs., Edmunds and Hawmpton presented peti-
tions for the abelition of the tax on bank checks.
Referred to the Committee on Finance.

A number of bills were introduced and referred to
comuittecs, among which was the following:

By Mr. Harrison : For delivery to the Society of
the Army of the Cumberland of condemned cannon
to aid in the ereetion of a statue of Gen. Gartield.

| To Military Aflhirs.

A communiecation from the President of the United
States transmitting in response to Senate resolution
of May 17, 1551, the report of the Secretary of State
touching the Geneva convention for the relief of the
wounded in war was received and referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations,

Mr. Hill, of Georgia, from the Committee on Priv-
ileges and Elections, reported back certain memori-
als from members of the New York Legislature af-
feeting the right of the present Senators from that
State to oceupy seats in the Chamber, and asked
that they be tabled and the cemmittee discharged
from their further consideration.

Upon reguest of Mr. Garland report was allowed

The tariff commission bill was then taken up and

| debated by Senators Garland, Beck, and Morrill

Subsequently, on motion of the last-nained, all the
bills on the subject were referred to the Commiittee
on Fiuance,

The civil serviee reform bill of Mr. Pendleton was

' then taken up and laid over as the unfinished busi-

ness for to-morrow,

Mr. Grover introduced a bill authorizing full pay to
Lieutenant Schwatka, U. S. A., while on leave teo
serve in command of the Franklin search expedition
in the Arctic Ocean. Referred to Committee on
Clajms.

Mr. Davis, of Illinois, introduced a bill to establish
a court of appeals.  Referred to Committee on Judi-

: g ; & | eiary.
Fownsend then recited ™ The

RMr. Davis, of West Virginia, introduced a bill to
repeal certain laws relating to the payment of in-
definite appropriations. [This bill was introduced
by Mr. Davis in the last Congress, and passed the
Sexate. It makes the larger number of the so-called
indefinite or permanent appropriations specific ap-
propriations.] Referred to Commmnittee on Appropri-
ations.

Mr. Cameron, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill
which appropriates $200000, to be distributed pro-
portionately among the officers and crew of the
United States steamer .\[un};mk.

The bills and joint resolntions intreduced num- |

bered over eighty.
At half-past two o'clock the Senate went into Ex-
ecutive session, confirmed the nemination of Hon.

| Frederick P. Freelinghuysen, of New Jersey, to be

Seeretary of State, and a few minutes later ad-
journed.
TUESDAY.

Mr, Hoar, from the Committee on Rules, reported
back the resolution for a select committee of seven,
to be appointed by the Chair, on the extension of
the suffrage to women, or the removal of their legal
disabilitics. He asked unanimous consent for the

. present consideration of the resolution.

Mr., Vest objected.

Mr. Ransom submitted a resolution constituting a
select committee of five to inquire and report as to
the condition of the Potomae river front of the city
of Washington ; the navigability of said river; the

etfect of bridges across the same upon navigation, |

floods and the health of the city, and what action
ought to be taken in the premises; with power to
send for persons and papers, examine witnesses and
employ a clerk and stenographer, if necessary.

Adopted, and Messrs. Ransom, Jones of Nevada,
Kellogg, Conger, and Vest were constituted by the
Chair the committee.

Bills were introduced and referred to committees
as stated :

v Mr. Dawes—To amend Revised Statutes in re-
lation to the sale of spirituous liguors to Indians,
and for other purposes: to Judiciary. By Mr. Vest—

To incorporate the Inter-Oceanic Ship Railway Com- |

pany, and for other purposes; to Commerce. By Mr.
Slater—To increase the water supply of the city of
Washington : to District of Columbia. Mr. Logan,
from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported,
with amendments, the bill to place Gen. Grant on
the army retired list; placed on the calendar. Mr.
Maxey, of the commirtee, said the report just made
was ot unanimous, and he would indicate his objec-
tions to it at the proper time.

Mr. Edinunds submitted a resolution requesting
thg President, if in his opinion not incompatible
with the public interest, to communicate to the Sen-

ate all the correspondence between the Government |
af the United States and its diplomatic agents in |
Pera and Chili, respectively, oceurring since the 1st |

of April, 1579, tonching public affairs in or between
those States, and also such correspondence on the
subject as may be in possession of the Department.
Aerecd to without dissent.
The report of the Committee on Privileges and
Elections upon the memorials affecting the title of

the New York Senators to their seats, was laid on |

the table, after a statement by Mr., Garland that,

in the report.

This action was regarded as finally settling the
matter.

At 1:15 p. m. the bill to regulate and improve the
civil serviece was taken up, and Mr. Pendleton ad-
dressed the Senate.

In the HOUSE—Mr, Taylor offcred a resolution,

which was nnanimously adopted, for the appoint- |

ment of a seleet committee, of eleven members, to
audit all claims for services and expenses growiag
out of the illness and burial of the late President
Garficld., Also, to consider what allowance, pension
or privilege shall be granted the widow and fumily
of the late President.

Mr. Robeson offered a resolution for the aproint-

ment of the following sclect committees: Un the |
| country was not able te pay its treops, much less

census; on reform in the eivil serviee; on the law
respecting the election of President and Vice-Presi-
dent; on epidemic discases; on the inter-oceanic
ship canal; on the payment of pensions, bounty, and
back pay.

Mr. Knott ohjected to the resolution on the ground
that the wmajority of those committees were unnec-
CSSary.

On motion of Mr. Sherwin, a resolution was adopt-
ed for the appointment of the Committee on the
Census.

A large number of bills were introduced, the titles
of which are given elsewhere, after which the House
adjourned until Friday. .

WEDNESDAY.

In the SENATE —Mr. Allison, from the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, reported favorably the
bill supplying the aceidental omission of the word
“and” in the elause of the sundry civil appropria-
tion act of the last Congress, making an appropria-
tion for a new pension building. He explained that
the omission had restricted the appropriation of
$200,000 then made to the purchase of a site, al-

thongh it was intended to apply also to the pur- |

chase of a4 new building,

Laid on the table at the suggestion of Mr. Ed-
munds, to enable inguiry to be made as to the suf-
ficieney of the appropriation,

On motion of Mr. Shennan, the commitee on the
Garticld meinorial services was increased by the
addition of two members, nawely, Messrs, Conger
and Drown.

Bills were introdueed and veferred to committees
as stated: By Mr. Ingalls—For a public building

for Government offices at Atchison, Kan. By Mr.
Camden—For a further appropriation to continue
the improvement of the Ohio river in West Vir-
ginia; also, in relation to steamboat Inspectors;
also, for the construction of two ice-breakers in the
Ohio river, near Parkersburg, W. Va. By Mr. Davis
(W. Va.)—For a court-house and post-office build-
ings at Clarksburg, W. Va. By Mr. Edmunds—For
ascertaining and settling private land claims in cer-
tain States and Territories. By Mr. Hawley—To
authorize the President to make the necessary ar-
rangements to carry into effect any convention be-
tween the United States and Nicaragua for the
adjustment of claims which may be duly concluded
between the two governments. By Mr. Plumb—
Joint resolution for the relicf of the Kansas City,
Fort Seott and Gulf Railroad Company.

At the close of the morning business in the Sen- i

ate the subject of the presidential succession was
brought up and Mr. Beck addressed the Senate to
illustrate the urgeney for legislative action.

The Senate Committee on Appropriations to-day
took up the Thurman resolution, directing an in-
vestigation of the expendifure of contingent funds
by the various Departments. The subject was re-
ferred to a sub-committee of five, consisting of Alli-
son (chairman), Logan, Hale, Davis of West Vir-
ginia, and Cockrell, with instructions to obtain from
the Departments such facts as are needed, and ¢s-
pecially to get the testimony taken by the Treasury
committee that investigated Pitney and have it
printed. There was somse discussion about the

{ mode of conduecting the investigation, the Demo-

erats urging that it be done with open doors, but
this question was not decided. The sub-committee
is to do the work of investigation and report back
to the full committee. They will begin work im-
mediately. After transacting some further unim-
portant business the Senate adjourned.

SOMETHING ABOUT PENSIONS.

A correspondent sends us the following article
concerning pensions:

The first pension law passed by Congress was that
of April 10, 1306, and was entitled “An act to pro-
vide for persons who were disabled by known wounds
received in the Revolutionary war.” This was fol-
lowed by an act concerning invalid pensioners, and
was approved April 25, 1305, the ohject of which was
to provide for payment of State pensioners of the
Revolution by the United States, and for invalids
disabled subsequent to the Revolution.

An act to raise an additional military foree, ap- |

proved Jan. 11, 1812, to provide forinvalids of the war
of 1812, stated that “if any officer, non-commissioned
officer, musician, or private shall be disabled by

wounds or otherwise while in the line of his duty in |
public serviee, he shall be placed on the list of inva- |

lids of the United States.”

By act of April 16, 1816, the widows of the sol-
diers of the war of 1512 were added to the list of
those entitled to pensions. In case the widow was
not living the children under 16 were entitled.

An act supplemental to the “Act for the relief of
surviving otlicers and soldiers of the Revolution,
and approved June 7, 1832," made an increase in the
amount of pension previously paid, said increase to
continue duriag life. .

Act of July 4, 1536, provides “five years half pay
to widows or orphans of those who have died since

i
!
|

and, we may add, who may yet die from said causes,
we can of course give no estimate.

During, and at the close of the late war, the Gov-
ernment was hard pressed for money, and while
borrowing at a high rate of interest it increased its
war debt with great rapidity. Under these circum-
stances many who were entitled to pensions, but who
had some means, declined to apply.
few continued to engage in their usual pursuits

Of these, not & |

until totally unable to work, and then, having ap- |

plied for a pension, found that sickness and death
worked faster than the Pension Department. They
have gone to the “other shore,” leaving their widows
and children behind to work up the claims.

To one who has applied for a pension and who

finds the annoving delay eaused by the time con- ! : . :
: = ¥ - | married shortly to @ most attractive lady from Len-

sumed examining the military and hospital records,
and the sworn testimony of officers and comrades
and others, the statement that anyone not entitled
ever receives a pension seems diflienlt of belief.

Asregards payviment of pensions there can be no hon- !
£ b

orable withdrawal. They must be paid and that as

speedily as possible,

surate with the length of time of the disability.
The amount of money required to meet these obli-
@ations is a matter of minor importance. It is gen-
erally admitted, that, under Providence, the loyal
soldiers and sailors in the late war made it possible

for the entire country to attain its present prosper- |
|

ous condition.

The active participants in that struggle are now |

waiting patiently to see if the repeated promises of
the Government are to bekept ; if its “ word to them
shall prove ‘as good as its bonds.”” It is suggested
that pension-fund bonds, te a sufficient amsunt, be

issued, the proceeds of which shall be applied to the |
immediate settlement of approved claims. Whether | as. ’
! was a soldier in command of an Indiana regiment,

this or some other plan be adopted to provide the

necessary amount, it is to be hoped that some method |
' will be at once devised for a speedy adjustment of

claims for pensions,
EqQurTy.

——— ‘. —_ - S
SOLDIERS’ HOME PENSIONS.

Upon this subject Commissioner Dudley, in his re-
port, says:

Much annoyanee and unpleasant friction has been
caused by the imperfect legislation upon the subject
of the payment of pensions of inmates of the Nation-
al Military Home by the pension agents, to the treas-
urer of said home.

The act of February 26, 1881, provides that such
payments shall be made upon the exeecution by
such treasurer of good and suflicient bonds to the

| . " - N
' satisfaction of the board of managers.

The statute, making such inmates amenable to
the rules and regulations prescribed for the govern-

| ing of the army, is thought by many to be uncon-

stitutional, and that such inmates cannot be consid-
ered in the light of enlisted men, else the right to

pension ceases during such enlistment it the pay of |
an enlisted man is received, to which if enlisted |

they wounld be entitled, and consequently the prac-

tice of summarily and voluntarily leaving such |

home just previous to pension pay day, and declar-

| ing themselves no longer inmates has been frequent-
' 1y resorted to, greatly to the annoyance of the pen-

sion agent and to the detriment of the discipline of

| the Home, and consequent damage to the welfare of

April 20, 1818, in the service of the United States or |

Ll

of wounds received in the service.” This act was at
expiration renewed from time to time until by act
of February 3, 15538, “all those surviving widows
who_kave been or may be granted and allowed five
yvears half pay under the provision of any law or

the beneficiaries,
It is to be hoped that Congress will thornughly

inquire into this matter, and cure such defeets of

legislation as permit this unpleasant friction, to the
end that there may ke harmonious action between

! HOME NOTES.

Visitors to the White House will not be allowed
in the future to enter the East Room except under
the escort of an usher, as has always been the cus-
tom in visiting the other rooms on the first floor.
This rule is a very commendable one and we hope
to hear of its strict enforcement.

It is said that President Arthur will not entertain
at the White House this winter and there will not
be any fete oecasions as past winters have witnessed

| there. His sisters, Mrs. McElroy and Mrs, Morton,

and sister-in-law, Mrs. Arthur, will visit him during

1 the season.

It is rumored that Senator David Davis will be

nox, Massachusetts. She is the sister of his first
wite, and if the report be true, he is to be sineerely
conzratulated,

General John T. Wilder, formerly of Indianapolis,

| Indiana, whose gailant exploit at Mission Ridge

Where the disability has ex- |
isted ever since the war, the pay should be commen- |

with his mounted infantry won notice even on thas
ficld, where every man was a hero, is in the city,
He comes strongly endorsed by his Statespeople for
reappointment to the position of postmaster at Chat-
tanooga, Tenn., which office he now holds.

Among the distinguished l?rrg-i-_:n;-m uow in the
city is Count Andrassy of Austria. He proposes to
sperd the gay season here, and then later “ tour”
through the eountry.

Colonel William Hoy, commander General Mower
Paest, No. 1, (G, A, R, at New Orleans, and commander

. of the Boys in Blue of the Department of Louisiana,

is in the city and an applicant for the United States
marshalship of that distriet, The Colonel has al-
ways been as bold and fearless a Republican as he

and is made of just the stufl’ for a United States

| marshal.

General Tom Browne, of Indiang, is being steongly
nrged by his friends for the chairmauship of the
| Committee on Invalid Pensions. General Browne
| was a gallant soldier, and has long been one of the
most prominent figures in Indiana pelitics. He
| would bring to that position a clear head, tine legal
ability, and great industry. It is currently reported

| that he will get this committee.

The Post-Office saviugs bank bill wiil probably be

considered at the present session of Congress, There

[ 18 very much to be said in its favor, and 1t is to be
. hoped Congress may order a trial to be made,

Colonel Brownlow bas appointed Colonel William
' Irving, of the Thirt y-cigth Ohio Veteran Voluateers,
- on the soldiers’ roll. The Colonel served through-
| out the war, and lost his left leg and received two
flesh wounds in a desperate charge on the confeder-
ate lines at Atlanta. e is now a citizen of Topeka,
Kan., and was reccommended by the Kansas delega-
! tion.

The bill extending the franking privilege to the
widow of the late President Garfield was passed by
| the Senate nnanimonsly lust week, being the firsk
bill passed by that bixiy this session,

Forty-two men of the old crew of the frizate Tren-

ton were transferred from the * Guard Ho,” at New

' York, to the Portsinouth, to comze around to Wash-

Cington. It is a singular fact, as alleged by a mem-

ber of the crew, that culy three of the torty-two men
are Americans,

at the voung lowa Stalwart, Aet-

It is rumored th
{ ing Postmaster-tieneril Hatton, is likely to become
| Postmaster-General in fact,

| the Pension Office, 1ts azents, and the Heme, and s0 |

laws of the United States, be and they are hereby |

granted a continuance of such half pay during life.”

In case the widow was not living the children (un- |
der 16; vears of age) of said soldier were entitled to |

pension,

As an inducement to those who might be per-
sunaded to enlist in the war then existing between
the United States and the Republic of Mexico, it was

on May 13, 1846, enacted * That the volunteers who |

may be received into the service of the United States
by virtue of the provisions of this act, and who shall
be wonnded or otherwise disabled in the service,
shall be entitled to all benefits which may be con-
ferred on’ persons wounded in the service of the
United States.”

By act of February 2, 1848, the widows of Revolu-

| tionary soldiers were granted special favors.

April 1, 1864, the pensions of the soldiers of the
Revolutionary war were increased.
February 158, 1567, the pensions of the widews of

promote the well being ot the defenders of the Na-
tion intrusted to their care.

-

GRAND ARMY MATTERS.

A new Post, G. A. R., to be known as Gordon
Granger Post, No. 64, has been organized at Grinneli,
lowa. Thefollowingofficers wereelected : J. H. Ham-
lin, Commander; . B. Griswold, Senior Viee-Com-

mander; A.J. Preston, Junior Vice-Commander; J. |

H. Hiller, Adjutant: G. M. Worthington, Surgeon ;

J. H. Smith, Chaplain ; J. P. Park, Quartermaster ; |

0. Osburn, Officer of the Day; J. R. Matchet, Ser-
geant-Major ; J. B. Rouse, Quartermaster-Sergeant ;

- F. Chase, Officer of the Guard. ~

' Department of Pennsylvania.
with thirty-three charter members, with eight ap-

the soldiers of the Revolutionary war were inereased !

| to the same annual amount previously paid to the
| soldier.

Between the passage of the first pension law in
1806 and the commencement of the war of 1561
there were various “acts” of minor importance—
mostly in keeping with preceeding enactments.

On July 22, 1561, an act was passed ““to authorize
the employment of volunteers to aid in enforcing
the laws and protecting public property,” and it was
further enacted that “*any volunteer who may be re-
ceived into the service of the United States under this

| pleasant Camp-fire recently, at which oze hundred |

|
i ance.

A new Post, G. A. R., to be known as Harrison
Post, No. 231, has been established at Butfale Mills,
It was organized

plications for membership pending.
Mansfield Post, No. 54, of Palmyra, Neb., held a

and twenty-five old veterans put in their appear-

supper made up the prominent features of the occa-

| sion.

act, and who may be wounded or otherwise dizabled |

in the service, shall be entitled to the benefit which
have becn or may be conferred on persons disabled
in the regular service, and the widow, if there be
one, and 1f not, the legal heirs of such as died or may

be killed in service, in addition to all arrears of pay '

and allowance, shall receive the sum of one hundred
dollars.”
In order to * provide pensions to invalids in the
rar of the rebellion and their relatives,” &e., on
July 14, 1562, it was enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives of the United States in

Cougress assembled, “That if any otlicer, non-

commissioned officer, musician, or private of the

army, including regulars, volunteers, and militia, |
| or any oflicer, warrant or petty oflicer, seaman, or-
| dinary seaman, flotillaman, marine clerk, landsman,
| pilot, or other persons in the navy or marine corps
{ has been since the 4th of March, 1561, or shall here- |

after be disabled by reason of any wound received

or disease contracted while in the service of the |

United States and in the line duty, he shall upon

forms and regulations as are or may be provided by

to the highest disability.” This act also provides
pensions for the widows and children of soldiers and

sailors ** who have died since the 4th day of March, |
1561, or who shall hereafter die by reason of any |

wound received or disease contracted in the service
of the United States in said war.,” Provision was

also made for dependent parents, and also for de- !
| payment of prize money to the officers of the Far.

pendent brothers and sisters nnder 16 years of age.
From the foregoing brief extract from the pension

[ laws of the United States it will be seen that with

the exception of the Revolutionary war, when the

pensions, it has been the custom of the Government
at the commencement of a war to make a special
enactment providing pensions 48 an inducement to
aid in procuring enlistments in a service where limb
and life would be placed at risk, the Gevernment
being conseious that the regular pay offered was less
than that offered to men in ordinary health in their
usual avocations,

War is, to say the least, very unsafe business. The

soldier may not enter battle clothed in a coat of |

mail ; nor can he wait to put on his gum shoes be-
fore starting on his long and muddy march ; or hold
up an open nmbrella to shelter bis person from the
cold and unwelcome rain. The result is that disease
and death make sad havoe in the ranks,

In the twenty-four battles of the Revolution |

7,553 Americans fell in battle. Inu the Mexican war
100,451 men wege mustered into the service, of which
number 9,749 were discharged for disability, and the

number of those who were Killed in battle and died |
lending June 30, 1883, has just been completed., The |

of disease smounted to 12,596. Making more than
one-fifth of the entire number in said war,

During the war of the rebellion, according to the |
report of the Adjutant-General, United States Army, |

the number of enlisted men and commissioned of- : }
i Department of Stite...........

ficers amounted to the grand total of 2,335 042, The
nmnber of those who died in the serviee amonntod
to 303,504, 74,707 men were discharged, disablod by
consumption, diarrliea and dysentery, dcbility,
rheumatisin, and heart disease. Of the vast non-
ber of those who were wounded or contracted dis-

. age.

ease in the serviee, and who continued in the ser- | Depaciment of Justice. ... ..

vice until discharged, and who have since dicd, l

A GOOD IDEA.,

The Commander of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lie, Department of Nebraska, has issued a circular
inviting sealed proposals from cities, towns, and vil-
lages in that State desirous of securing the location
of the Soldier's Reunion for 1852,

The locality making the most advantageous prop-
osition will be fixed upon as the place of meeting.

.

RETURN OF LETTERS TO WRITER.
Acting Postmaster-General Hatton has made the
following ruling: “The sender of any request matter,
subject to first-class rates (see section 456, P. L. & K. ),
has the right to lengthen or shorten the time orgin-

' ally named on the envelope after which a letter, if

not delivered, shall be returned to him, provided it
remain on delivery at least thice days, and postmasters
should obey such written authority, and return as
directed, without additional charge for postage. The
sender of eard matter—i. e,, letters which hear sha-
ply the name and address of the sender, without a
request to return—if not delivered (see section 457,
has the right to name a time after which, if not de-
livered, such matter shall be returned to him, pro-
vided it remain on delivery at least three days, and post-

| g e | masters should obev such written anthority, and re-
' making due proof of the faet, according to such | '
upon examination, he saw nothing to dissent from |
| or in pursuance of law, be placed upon the list of in-

valid pensioners of the Unted States, and beentitled |
| to receive for the highest rate of disability such |
pensions s is hereafter provided in such eases, and |
for an inferior disability an amount proportionate |

' turn as directed, without additional charge for post-

-

IMPORTANT LEGISLATIGN.

The following bills have been introduced in the
Senate :

By Mr. Call, (dem.) of Fla.—Granting pensions to
soldiers of the Mexican war and to soldiers engaged
in the Creek, Seminole, and Blackhawk Indian wars,
(This is the bill which was reported favorably from
the Senate Commrittee on Pensions last session.) Re-
ferred to the Comimittee on Pensions.

By Mr. Davis, (dem.) of W. Va.—Authorizing the

ragut fleet for the destruction of the enemy’'s ves-
sels in April, 1862, Referred to the Comumiitee on
Appropriations,

- .

WESTERN RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

Songs, incidents of army life, and a bountiful |

The United States stewner Despatch left the
| Washington Navy Yard on the 12th for St. Johns,
' Porto Rieo, with instructions to make a survey of
| Samana Bay. She will return-in May.

The Secretary of State has made publie the eorve-

spondence with Minister Hurlbut and Kilpatrick in
i Peru and Chili under date of November 22, Both
are somewhat sharply eriticised npon their anan-
thorized action, wiiich has resulted in plwing our
relations with those republies in such an unsatis-
factory condition &s {0 require the services of aspe-
cial envoy.

It is currently reported and believed that Post-
master-General James will be superseded January
1st. Who his successor will be is not known, al-
though some knowing ones intimate that First
Assistant Postmaster-GGeaernl Hatton is the Presi-
dent’s choice,

Guiteau has annour ed that he intends lecturing
when his trial is ended.

The Japanese government has decided to reeall
! Minister Yoshida, since his experience and abilities
can be put to more profitable use in the eonduct of
| affairs at Yeddo. He has been in Washington as the
| representative of hiz government seven vears, and
i his friendliness will deubtless do mueh toward
| strengthening the cordial relations existing between
! the United States and Japan.
The President will, in a short time, aceept the
resignation of Attorney-tGeneral MacVeagh by nom-
, inating his successor.
The President has ac
sistant Secretary of the
etfect on the 31st instuut.

epted the resignation of As-
Ireasury Upton, te take

Mr. Money, of Mississippt, will introdduee a LU at
an early day providing for a4 pestal savings bank.
The bill was drawn ut the Post-Otlice Departens,
and provides that the bank shuall pay a dividend of
two per cent., which shall be invested in United
States bgnds for the benefit of the depositors.

Mr. William Simpson, o New Orleans, La., has
been selected by the Grand \rmy of the Republie
of Louisiana as thoir choice for pestmaster of New
Oriecans. He has not yet signified his wilhnzness
to accept the ploce it tendered him, but his triends
will work hard for Lim all the same.

First Assistant Secretary of State Hitt will shortly
rcsign his position, it is saud.

General Philip H. Sheridan bas lorwanded to the
Soldiers’ Baziar, at Boston, the sword he earried on
his famous ride fr Winchester, twenty nales
away,” to his struggling army at Cedar Creck, Octo-
her 19, 1863, It is the same sword Sheridan varried
at Appomattox, Five Forks, Winchester, Cold Har-
bor, Chickamanga, Wilderuess, and tn over lorty
other battles and engagements duringe the war, It
will be on exhitition during the Soldiers’ Bizaar,
and will be recarded gs one of the meost valuable
relies of the rebellion.

11

Great frauds on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railvoad have just They cons
sist of & combination mmong boss section men, board-
inz-house keepers, and others along the enfire line,
by which fictitious names were carried on the pay-
roll.

been discovered.

v thaw the Kearsarge, Com-
mander George B, White, will make a eruise ap

' the Mississippi River ¢ far as her dratt will admit,

The bill introduced in the Senate by Mr, Vest for |

the imprevement of the Mississippi and Missouri
rivers provides for the expenditure of ten millions

of dollars under the direction of the Engineer Corps |

of the Army, one-half of the amount upon the Mis-

| sissippi and the remainder upon the Missouri, in ae-

stopping at all the principal towns en route, and
enlisting all yonngsters who pass the requived ex-

amination. e

Ex-President and e, Hayes will sail for Europe
in a fortnight and will be cuests of Col. J. H. Pules-

{ ton, M. P., while thev stay in London.

cordance with plans already recommended by the |
Alississippi River Commission. The bill also author- |

izes the Attorney-General to institute proper pro-
ceedings in the United States Courts having juris-
diction for the appropriation of land and material
necessary for the prosecution of the work, the land

| and material so appropriated to be duly appraised

and paid for.
ESTIMATES FOR 1883.
The book of estimates of appropriations required

| week each wi

for the service of the Government for the fiseal vear |

following is a recapitulation of its contents :
Objecls 1583,
Legialintive . v iersinssisnsrvsres §5, 021,084
Executive proper............. 104, 596
1,473,995
147,619,613
15,556, 276
), 3IT 506
L2 060 042
2,406,257
D02 N0
3,516,620

1882,

Treasury Department............. .
War Department .. coiees
Navy, Depurtment

fntertor Department....a.......
Post-Ottice Departmentoa.....
Department of Agricnlture

60 186 757

342,720
3,806,220

Grand totals.......... €208 N7 T2

Frdsanssnnis

$340,462 507

Two of the most important star routes in Texas,

which were reduced last June from six trips per

¥, were, on application of Congress-

man Upson, of Texas, ordered to be restored to their
former service on the 1st of the month,

It is said in ereditable circles, that Mr. J. Ban-
croft Davis is to succeed Mr, Hitt, as First Assistant
Secretary of State. This will leave a vaeaney on
the bench of the Court of Claims, which the gquid
nunes have accorded (o Seeretary Hunt.

.

The bill introduced by Mr. Calkins, of lll!ﬁ:.l!_l&,
in the House on Tuesday, o eqlalze the bounties
(j[' -"5'.'1ili|'r3‘* \\'1!” =TV (! 51 lilt' l:lfl‘ “:‘.!‘_, 13 thl? ”Ill bnl

! to give $8.33% per month for each month of actual

$5,531,799 |
us (44 |
1,420,475 |
162,040, 578 |
1,147,055 |
165,124,172 | HAS, .
| home via the Suez
4,564,549 |

|

service. deducting zll bounties previously reecived
from the United States.

Hon. James B. Angetl, United States Minister to
China. has, with bis fzualy, started on the retuarn
Canal and Europe. They ex-
peet to reach Ann Arbor, Mich,, in February or
Alareh, and the Minister will resume his duties as
President of the University of Michigan with the
next college yeur, commmeucing in October.




